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Trainer:  Bob ‘Santa’ Hodge 
 

 
Western Sydney Woodturners 

Programme 2011 
 

Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 

 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 

There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner then 
Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Club Meeting:  The club meeting is held on the se-

cond Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin 
Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Coming Events: 
 

 

Presidents Report 
 
What a month we have had!  Last month we ended 
whether Ray Smith had won the woodturning at the 
Easter Show. We all know now that he did. Well done 
Ray. Ron, Eddie and myself went to the Mt Druitt Hospi-
tal, Children's Ward on Good Friday. 16 kids got Easter 
eggs and a bowl, turned by you good people, we left the 
other 4 for any kid coming in though out the day. 

 
There were 8 of us who travelled to the Blue Mountains 
club and really enjoyed the hospitality given to us and 
the demo on wood finishing. Very friendly people and a 
big thanks for the day. We also had St. Bartholomew's 
church restoration day on the same day so thanks to all 
the guys who put their hands up to do the demo there. 
That was also a good day weather wise and for our 
charity. 
  
The following weekend we had Trend Open Day which, 
by all accounts was a little slow on the Friday but picked 
up on Saturday. At the same time (two weekends were 
double booked - you all did very well) we had the great 
man himself, Guilio Marcolongo. On the Friday he did 
the workshop where 8 members were stretched to the 
maximum of their ability and learnt a lot. Then on Satur-
day we had the demo where we had 11 members from 
Hornsby club, together with our members, we had close 
to a full house. It was good to see the guys from Horns-
by come and visit us. I had the pleasure of Guilio stay-
ing with me for a couple of nights and I must say he is a 
very nice man who knows a hell of a lot about woodturn-
ing. 
 
Just a note, the new sound and recording system came 
up to scratch and worked well. Thanks to all those who 
worked on that project. 
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We are going to the Riverstone festival on Saturday 
May 12th, sharing a space with the Men's Shed there, 
they seem like a good bunch of blokes. That is for demo 
and sales. I was late in applying for the Blacktown Festi-
val by a couple of days and at this moment, allocation 
for spaces has not been done so keep your fingers 
crossed. 
 

 
OK guys, time is running out for me as your President, 
at this point in time I am sincerely asking all of you to 
think about putting your hand up for all the positions 
(executive and appointed) becoming vacant in July. We 
have a club, in all aspects of the word, second to none, 
so lets keep it that way and if every one did a little, life 
would be a lot easier.        Ken 
 
 
 

Guilio Marcolongo - 20th and  21st April 
 
It was an early start Friday morning for the Workshop.  
A few last minute blank cutting and tool sharpening jobs 
a quick cuppa, then eight intrepid wood turners were 
ready to learn.  Anna Dawes, Jan Pennell (from The 
Blue Mountains), Brian Brookes, Kiwi Dave, David Mal-
colm, Ken Vodden and Myself were introduced to each 
other and to Guilio.  Guilio turned out to be an affable, 
friendly and down to earth sort of guy.  Paul Collins was 
our servant for the day, a role he played well. Thanks 
Paul. 
 
We had a quick introduction into the Eli Averisera box 
then off to the lathes to rough out the main body of the 
box with mounting spigots at each end.  We all gathered 
around the demo lathe as Guilio went through the rough 
marking /set out of the job then showed how the Foot 
was turned the inside finished parted off and set aside.  
Then back to our lathes to replicate Guilio‟s foot, this we 
all achieved fairly easily and that‟s where the easy stuff 
left off. 
 
Guilio then demonstrated the next step, making a bead 
to mark the lid / base joint area. Guilio showed how this 
was done using a parting tool to make the bead, a new 
method for me. We all had a go at this on our blanks. 
Then it was morning tea time (at last). 

 
ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  PERFUME APPLICATOR 
WOOD (many varieties ) 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 
       
 
 Peter Bahan   Peter Hannon 
 Wendy Healy  Ken Iles 
 Eddie Johnson  Hans Kuehn 
 Lawrence Mifsud  David Searle 
 Charlie Spiteri  Andy Tappouras 
 Bradley Turner    
      

Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great 
day with many more to come. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
 Ben Moussa  Sean Woodward 
 
  
       Welcome to all  our new members this month.  
       We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 
 

Thanks to Michelle Rowland 
MP, Member for Greenway 
for her support which in-
cludes the printing of this 
newsletter. 

I am always on the look out for 
new articles and would appreciate 
any contributions from members - 
please remember that this is your 
newsletter! - editor 
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After a cuppa, some yummy snacks and a chat. It was 
back to the demo lathe for the next step. Rough shaping 
the top and base parting off the base, etc..  So it contin-
ued for the rest of the morning before we knew it, it was 
lunch Paul whipped up some Pizzas.  Then as people of 
a like mind do, we got to chatting about woodturning 
and different techniques an impromptu pyrography 
demo with Guilio showing a few simple pyro techniques 
and tricks to embellish our work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The rest of the day continued in the same vain with 
Guilio demonstrating each step as we went along. I 
must also add that I was happy that I had done the mas-
tering the skew class with Santa as it came time to do 
the final parts the Spindle and the finial. 
 
At the end of the day half of us finished the box with the 
rest pretty close to finishing it.  All in all a great day with 
a great teacher.  I would certainly recommend a Guilio 
workshop to anyone and I hope he comes back to the 
club to do another. Put my name down for it.  Thanks to 
Anna and WSWT for organising the workshop, Paul for 
the tucker and Guilio for sharing his techniques and ex-
pertise.   Cheers Liam. 
 

Saturday 21st 
  

What a day!   We had a lot of the guys down from 
Hornsby as visitors and they certainly enjoyed them-
selves. We had a good turnout and it was a full house. 
 
Well, what can I say about Julio without sounding over 
the top. I have seen a lot of demonstrators but none as 
good as this guy. Not only is he a good turner but he 
comes over as nice friendly unassuming bloke.  
 
Over the day he demonstrated four different things. He 
started with a small lidded box on a stem, a salt and 
pepper shaker in a modern shape, a bowl in the shape 
of a dogs bowl and finally a ball shaped ladle with a lid. 
 
His range of tools are a bit different to the norm and the 
way he sharpens them is again different. He made a lot 
of use of the skew as a scraper. His parting tool was 
again a different shape and he also turns small beads 
with this. With the skews, one is a concave shape with a 
somewhat conventional grind and the other is a normal 
straight shape but with a rounded over grind. He mostly 
sharpens freehand and uses the tool “straight off the 

grinder” without honing but he uses a buffing wheel to 
just remove the burr. His detail gouges and bowl goug-
es are the swept back grind again done freehand and 
used straight off the grinder. He also has a special small 
headed hook type scraper but he doesn‟t sharpen this 
with a burred edge but just grinds it about 10deg under 
square and keeps it just a sharp square edge. His 
roughing gouge is a conventional 25mm half round type, 
standard grind. There were a couple of other special 
tools like skews but I didn‟t get any details of these. He 
finished the small jobs with Triple E wax and Shellwax 
Glow, which is the same as we sell. The close grained 
timbers he used came up well. 
 

 
He sanded mostly by hand but in conjunction with a 
hand held  rotary type sander which he recommends. 
 
Julio kept our attention from around 9am till 4 pm with 
breaks and nobody appeared to get bored or restless. 
He thanked us for this. Not a bad achievement with all 
us old blokes and ringing endorsement for his capabili-
ties. 
 
I reckon he would have been very tired at the end, be-
cause he was full on, all day.   Alan Phelps 
 

Trend Open Day 
 
Once again we journeyed to Mulgrave to support Trend 
Timbers at their Open Day. 
 
I attended both Friday and Saturday along with a great 
many fellow turners from the local area - what a fasci-
nating array of truly skilled people.  
 
If you have the opportunity to attend a future event I 
recommend  it strongly as I found it an excellent way to 
learn about new ideas and see techniques being used 
that I had not previously thought to try. 
 
We had many people interested in what we were doing 
with numerous questions about our methods and Club 
membership.  One visitor turned out to be a high school 
teacher who wanted to solve a problem he had encoun-
tered and left us with a large smile on his face and the 
word ‟YES‟ being repeated. 
 
I will return - David Burns 
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Wood Finishing Series 2 

  

In my first series I described how to finish wood using 
Wax and Friction polish. I am now going to add a third 
material, Lacquer based Sanding sealer.  The reason 
for this is the timber we use is a very opened grain po-
rous and dry and is very difficult to finish. You need a 
grain filling quick drying hard base coat to work from. 
 
Now this sealer is not to be confused with ordi-
nary turps based sanding sealer. This takes hours to dry 
where the lacquer is quick. 
 
The two products we use are; 

(a)  There is one available from Trend timbers which 
is their own brand and available in 1liter cans 

(b)  The one we mainly use at the club 
is Wattyl Rediseal which comes in 4L cans 
which we decant into 250Ml bottles 

 
Now with both these they need to be thinned out 50/50 
with the appropriate thinners. 
  
The materials we need are; 
(1) Lacquer based sanding sealer 
(2) Triple P Polishing wax 
(3) Friction polish 
  
We are assuming you have a small bowl finely sanded 
up to 800g to 1500g on the lathe. 

  
First step   
Applying the sanding sealer. 
Get a small rag about 150mm square then fold this 
down two times. You now have a piece about 40mm sq 
or thereabouts. Don‟t use a large rag the sealer will get 
lost in it. Now apply the liquid sealer to the rag or direct-
ly to the timber and turning the bowl by hand rub it well 
in to the pores of the timber until they appear to be full 
and don‟t soak up any more. This may take 5 to 
6 coats. Turn the lathe onto its lowest speed we don‟t 
want to throw any of the sealer out. With the wet rag 
gently hold it against the job and smooth out the sur-
face. Do this gently so as the sealer dries out it won‟t 
grab the rag. Keep this up until you feel that the sealer 
is dry enough, or remove it from the lathe and let it dry 
for half hour or so. I generally turn two bowls at a time, 
one on the lathe and one drying. 
 
Now replace the bowl back on the lathe and cut back 
and smooth the surface with 400g or 600g paper or a 
medium grade steel wool until it feels smooth. Don‟t 
bother turning the lathe on for this it doesn‟t work very 
well it just clogs up the paper. You need to hand sand it 
all over but if you use steel wool just give a final polish 
with the lathe on. 
 
Next Step 
Now we use the triple P wax as a cut-
ting compound. Apply the wax using a small rag or 
kitchen paper, run the lathe at a slow or medium speed. 
And with the waxed surface of the cloth go all over until 
you get a good shine. Using a clean rag finally clean 
and polish the job. Now you might find this finish is good 

enough for you. But I recommend going to the final 
step. 
  
Final Step    
Friction polish   As before using a small rag and with 
the lathe stationary apply a thin coat of polish. Holding 
the wet section of the rag against the job run the lathe 
at a medium to fast speed to generate heat and some 
pressure. Polish up to a good shine. You can apply a 
couple of coats, but be careful you don‟t burn the 
polish or put too much on it can get a bit thick 
and gluggy. Finish off with a clean rag to clean up and 
give a final polish. The bowl can now be handled OK 
but it takes a couple of weeks to fully harden.  If you 
feel that its to glossy you can cut it  
back with 0000 steel wool to what you want . Wear 
goggles over your glasses. This stuff is hard to get off 
once it sets. 
  
In my third series I will describe the use of Lacquer as 
a finish. 
 
 

Return to St Barts Day 
 
We were welcomed warmly by the organisers and 
quickly shown to our display area. 
 
It was a somewhat quiet day without the crowd that 
was expected. Overall the displays were excellent and 
the area we occupied was ideal.  

Rus, Dave, Paul, Terry and myself showed our skills 
and the people that did drop bye showed considerable 
interest. 
 
A good day was had by all.     David Burns 
 
 
 
Beautiful Accent Plugs from Scrap Wood 
 
Save your small scraps of exotic and colourful hard-
woods like Padauk, Ebony, Rosewood, Wenge, 
Bocote, Purpleheart, etc. Use your plug cutter to slice 
decorative plugs out of these scraps for screw holes 
and accents on those "special" projects. 

Bill Heller 
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A Florida Court sets ATHEIST HOLY DAY 
 
In Florida, an atheist created a case against Easter and 
Passover holy days. He hired an attorney to bring a dis-
crimination case against Christians and Jews and ob-
servances of their holy days. The argument was that it 
was unfair that atheists had no such recognised days. 
The case was brought before a judge. After listening to 
the passionate presentation by the lawyer, the judge 
banged his gavel declaring, “Case dismissed!” 
 
The lawyer immediately stood and objecting to the rul-
ing saying, “Your honour, how can you possibly dismiss 
this case? The Christians have Christmas, Easter and 
others. 
 
The Jews have Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah, 
yet my client and all other atheists have no such holi-
days…” 
 
The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, “But you 
do. Your client, counsellor, is woefully ignorant.” 
 
The lawyer said, “Your honour, we are unaware of any 
special observance or holidays for atheists.” 
 
The judge said, “The calendar says April 1st is April 
Fool‟s Day. Psalm 14:1 states, ‟the fool says in his 
heart, there is no god.‟ Thus, it is the opinion of this 
court, that, if your client says there is no God, then he is 
a fool. Therefore, April 1st is his day. 
 
Court is adjourned…” 
 

You got to love a Judge that knows his scripture! 

 

Here is something different for the adventurous among us! 
 

How to Apply Gold Leaf to Wood 
By Ellen Dean, eHow Contributor 

 
Applying gold leaf, or gilding, is a tradition that dates 
back to the Egyptians. It is a skill craftsmen have devel-
oped to decorate frames, chairs, sculptures, leather and 
fabric. Real gold leaf, which is as light as air and is diffi-
cult to touch without folding and tearing, retains 
its beauty and richness for centuries without tarnishing. 
Inexpensive versions of synthetic gold leaf are available 
on the market. Though they are as beautiful, they re-
quire a topcoat to prevent tarnish. Copper and silver 
leaf, as well as other metallic colours available on the 
market, can all be applied in the same manner. 

Instructions 
 
1. Sand the wood so there are no blemishes and apply 
varnish or gesso. Once that dries, sand it down again 
with fine-grade sandpaper. 
 
2. Apply the under colour, also referred to as "bole," 
which can be acrylic paint in red, yellow or black. Each 
colour complements the gold leaf differently for various 
results. 
 
3. Apply water-based or oil-based adhesive glue, also 
known as "sizing," to the surface you would like to ad-
here the gold leaf onto. Allow it to dry until it is tacky. 
 
4. Slowly and carefully apply gold leaf to the tacky sur-
face. A gilder's tip brush can be used to transfer the leaf 
to the tacky surface or petroleum jelly can be dabbed 
onto a cotton ball to lift the leaf from its glassine paper 
to the surface it will be glued on. 
 
5. Brush each piece of gold leaf down with a squirrel's 
hair brush, making sure to fill in all crevices and remove 
excess gold leaf. 
 
 

What you will need 
you'll need: 
Fine-grade sandpaper 
Sealer or gesso 
Acrylic paint in red, yellow or black 
Glue 
Gold leaf 
Squirrel's hair brush 
Gilding brush (optional) 
 

 

Tips & Warnings 
 

It is recommended to varnish gold leaf that is under 
22kt or synthetic if it will get a lot of contact, such as 
arms on a chair. If you use an oil-based adhesive 
glue and a water-based varnish top coat, the oil will 
take longer to dry, creating a "crackle" effect in the 
gold leaf. Twenty-five leaves of gold are sold in a 
book, and 20 books come in a pack. One pack of 
gold leaf will cover a flat surface of 64 square feet. 
Save the excess gold leaf to fill in "holidays," areas 
that are missing gold leaf because of glue drying or 
where the brush may have torn the leaf off. Clean up 
oil-based glue with mineral spirits and water-based 
glue with soap and water. 
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Visit to Blue Mountains Woodturners - 14th April  
 

On this beaut autumn day about 50 people converged 
on the Blue Mountains Woodturners Club in Mt River-
view, at the base of the Blue Mountains. It was a sea of 
Blue shirts (their members) and Green shirts (Western 
Sydney Woodturners members), eagerly attending, to 
see two talented craftsmen who work for a company 
called Original Finish in Newtown, which specializes in 
furniture Restoration and Conservation, as well as the 
production of Fine furniture and French Polishing.  
 
The 1st demonstrator was Richard Spence, who has 
cornered the market with a unique range of walking 
sticks, marketed as “Rickety Sticks”! They are predomi-
nantly made from Melaleuca (Paper Bark trees), which 
have a naturally occurring bend for the handle, which he 
then fashions, cleans back and then finishes. The one 
photographed was finished using Danish Oil, with other 
examples of his sticks in various finishes and polishes 
to the left of picture. 

 
As the day progressed he continued to work on another 
stick that was a special order, coating it in Shellac. 
 
The 2nd demonstrator was Nikolaus Teply, who has a 
meticulous eye for finishing detail. On a sample turned 
item from the club, he took us through the motions of 
sanding through the grades of sand paper to prepare 
the surface for finishing.  

After donning protective gloves, he then used Methylat-
ed Spirits, to raise the fibres, before re-sanding with 400  
grit. An initial coat of shellac was applied by brush; he  

A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 

We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all 
times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 

 DUST MASKS, 

 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 

 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 

 FOOTWARE ETC. 

 EAR PROTECTION 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 

then used very finely ground pumice with the Metho to 
help seal the grain. Nik detailed the history of various 
finishes including stains, oils and polishes, which was 
very informative. 
 
He showed the method used to then rub in the Shellac, 
followed by a thin coating of a fine grade of oil such as 
refined Linseed Oil or unfragranced baby oil, and then 
another coat of the Shellac, emphasizing little volume 
and very light contact with the timber surface. Nik also 
showed the application of a stain and then Shellac to 
another section of the turned piece. The end result 
achieved was a very nice finish indeed. 
 
Nik explained how to create a black colouring stain us-
ing the oxidization process of White Vinegar and steel 
wool. As a safety demonstration they showed how easi-
ly a piece of steel wool can catch alight, which was 
safely doused in the kitchen sink. The Shellac he rec-
ommended using was waxless and was mixed in vol-
ume of three parts Denatured Alcohol (Metho again), to 
one part flakes. 
 
The club had „used tools and books‟ sale tables that 
many of us took advantage of, and they hosted us to a 
filling Barbeque lunch. This was followed by Show and 
Tell, with quite a variety of items displayed. Ken and 
Ray also presented some of their works of art. 
 
As we headed for home, I reflected on the tremendous 
facilities and space that our Club affords to its‟ mem-
bers, and the logistical challenges that the Blue Moun-
tains Club has, with only one large lathe, two small 
lathes and an extremely small storage facility.  
 
A very enjoyable social and educational day was had by 

all.  Lindsay McEwan. 
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